
Morning Star School 
Where Futures Begin 

O.T.H.E.R.S. 
Opportunity To Help Educate Receptive Students 

Vol 8 NO. 1           MORNING STAR SCHOOL—PINELLAS PARK    Summer/Fall 2011 

 
 

         September 2011 

Dear Friends of Morning Star, 

 

It is with great excitement that I begin my tenure as the new principal of Morning Star School.  

Throughout my 13 years as a teacher at Morning Star, I have seen first hand the generosity of the 

school’s supporters.  It is always uplifting to know that because of generous donations special  

activities can be conducted, field trips can be planned, and creative curriculum can be implemented. 

 

In July, when I came on board as principal, the summer preparation for the new school year was in full swing.  The school  

building has been freshly painted and new carpeting was installed. When the students returned in August they were thrilled  

to be back.  The mural painted on the shed wall, behind the student garden, highlights our ongoing garden project that began  

last school year. 

 

Looking forward, I find it necessary to begin updating the technology currently being used by the students.  We were able to 

fund the purchase of new computers and create a state of the art computer lab in 2003. Unfortunately, they are not as up to  

date as they once were.  I am in the process of researching what technology will be most effective when working with  

Morning Star’s student population and the means of generating the necessary funds will begin. 

 

As the new principal I look forward to meeting and working with all the alumni, former and current parents, and members of 

O.T.H.E.R.S. who have always been amazingly charitable and supportive throughout the years.  Please take a moment to  

come by Morning Star and introduce yourself and visit the classrooms. 

 

We must always keep in mind the bottom line in everything we do; are the students. 

 

May God bless each of you and all you do for Morning Star School. 

 

Prayerfully, 

 

Sue Conza, Principal 

 

 
Morning Star Welcomes  

A New Principal, Faculty & Staff Members 

Mrs. Susan M. Conza was named principal of Morning Star School as of July 1, 2011.  Mrs. Conza has  been a teacher at 

Morning Star for thirteen years. Her passion for Morning Star has been reflected in her leadership in carrying on the mission 

that began in 1969 of educating God’s “special” children. 

 

We would like to welcome our new classroom teachers Mrs. Phyllis Steele and Ms. Michela Zulick.  They join our returning 

teachers Mrs. Mary Beth Castaneda, Mrs. Vicki Aurswald, and our Speech Pathologist, Mrs. Beth Gillespie in Morning 

Star School’s mission of providing an individualized educational program for students with special learning needs. 

 

Morning Star’s new Director of Extended Day is Ms. Debbie Calcutt.  Debbie comes to us with lots of energy and  

enthusiasm. 



John & Mary Bosco 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Shawn & Marie Postlethwait 

In Honor Of…. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Morning Star School, a mission of the Catholic 

Diocese of St. Petersburg, recognizes the unique 

educational needs of students.  The administration, 

faculty, staff, and parents work together to provide 

an ungraded academic curriculum in which  

students can achieve their potential academically, 

socially, and spiritually. 

News from 
Rosanne L. Ryan 

Director  Of Advancement   
and  

Community Relations  
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Robert Marston 

Tony & Toni Granese 

Truus J. Stuimer 

Donald & Deborah Adams 

Joanne P. Stuimer 

Holly E. Keegan 

Leon Miami 

Norma L. Miami 

John Mark Rizzotto 

(Former Student) 

 

 
A Memorial, in the name of a deceased person, is a beautiful way to tell 

the family how deeply and sincerely your thoughts are with them at the 

time of their bereavement.  An acknowledgement is sent to the donor and 

an appropriate card is sent to the family.  Any amount is acceptable as a 

Memorial.  Make checks payable to Morning Star School and send it to the 

school with the following information:  name of deceased, name and ad-

dress to whom acknowledgement is to be sent, your name and address. 

MEMORIALS 

Maryann Jones 

Millicent Hayn 

Richard Sussman 

Sandra Humple 

Steven & Christina Jay Hales 

Susan & Anthony Raineri 

Susan Johnson 

Thomas & Elizabeth Walsh 

Timothy Steinel 

Victoria R. Coniglio 

Adam J. Horkavy 

Al & Laura Michelini 

Anthony & Dana Demonaco 

Catherine Wilkins 

Celeste & Jerry Stawaski 

Christine Pasquarella 

Jeannette Dunn 

John & Dolores  Finn 

Karen Jones 

Margaret A. Laneri 

Mary Salarno 

Bridget Carosi 
Rose Tomassi 

Frances C. Leandri 

Ron & Janet DeCarolis 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

I hope you enjoy all the information included in this issue.  

The students began school on August 22nd. As usual, they 

returned very excited to begin another year of learning and 

socializing with friends. 

 

On June 30th,  Mary Lou Giacobbe retired after 27 years as 

principal of Morning Star School.  I let her have the summer 

off and now have recruited her to help revitalize the 

O.T.H.E.R.S organization.  What better person to lead the 

pack than someone who was here when the organization be-

gan in 1976?  Helping Mary Lou will be Tom Irvin, Rose 

Tomassi, and Mary Anne Smith.  I want to personally thank 

them for their continued dedication to the school’s mission. 

 

O.T.H.E.R.S. has been a gift to Morning Star through their 

financial and spiritual support.  Please encourage anyone that 

may be interested in becoming a member of this worthwhile 

organization.  The information is included in this newsletter. 

 

The Annual Auction is scheduled for November 5th.  It is a 

night of great fun, food, and friends.  If you would like to 

attend, please contact the school office for tickets. 

 

Morning Star will have its usual Poinsettia Sale beginning 

November 14th for delivery on December 9th.  Be sure to get 

your order in by calling the school. 

 

May God keep you in His warm and comforting embrace. 

 

Blessings, 

Rosanne L. Ryan 

 
 

Genevieve “Neva” Lino 

Alfred & Linda Lino 

Louis P. & Assumpta Giacobbe 

Mary Lou Giacobbe 

Joseph Francis 90th Birthday 

Mary Ebner 80th Birthday 

Rose Tomassi 

Contact Information 

School Office: 727-544-6036 

FAX:  727-546-9058 

Email:  mschool2@tampabay.rr.com 

Website: www.morningstarschool.org 

 

Advancement Office 

Office:  727-544-3207 

Email:  mssadvancement@tampabay.rr.com 

Help Us Save Postage 
 

If you would prefer to receive your newsletter via email, 

please send us your request and email address.  Direct it to  

the attention of  Rosanne Ryan at  

mssadvancement@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Or, if you prefer, you may go to the school website to print 

out and read the newsletter. 

 

mailto:mschool2@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.morningstarschool.org
mailto:mssadvancement@tampabay.rr.com


Morning Star is always interested in the accomplishments and achievements of former students.  We enjoy 

hearing from you and sharing your news.  Keep us up to date by filling out this form and returning it to:  

Rosanne L. Ryan, Director of Advancement & Community Relations, Morning Star School, 4661 80
th

 Ave. N., 

Pinellas Park, FL 33781. Or, you may email your information to mssadvancement@tampabay.rr.com.  Please 

include the following information: 

 

Years attended Morning Star School_______________ 

 

Name:  _______________________________________email address:  _______________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________ City  ___________________________ State _______ Zip _____ 

 

High School: ___________________________________College: ____________________________________ 

 

Occupation:  _______________________________  Company Name: ________________________________ 

 

News you would like to share:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Morning Star School 2011 Graduates! 
Jarrett Clark has attended Morning Star 

School for four years.  His favorite sub-

ject is Science and likes learning about 

animals. Jarrett’s favorite prayer is the 

“End of the Day” prayer, the Hail Mary.  

He will attend Northeast High School. 

Jimmy Crumbley has been a student at 

Morning Star School for eight years.  His 

favorite subject is Math and he is very 

good at it.  Jimmy loves the Advent prayer 

service. He looks forward to attending 

Westside Christian for high school. 

Gains Owens has attended Morning Star 

School for two years.  He enjoys reading.  

His best memory at Morning Star School 

is attending the Yankees game. Gains  

looks forward to making new friends in 

high school. 

Killian McDermott has attended Morning 

Star for three years.  He enjoys and loves 

to play outside with his friends.  Killian’s 

favorite subject is reading.  He will attend 

Northeast  High School in the fall. 

Gabbi Westra has attended Morning Star 

for three years. She enjoys hanging out 

with her friends.  Gabbi’s favorite subject 

is reading.  She will be attending Plant 

High School in Tampa. 
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Thank you to Tabatha 
Legler for painting  

the adorable  
mural on the shed wall  
depicting the students  
planting in their garden. 

 

mailto:mssadvancement@tampaby.rr.com


CJ & Andrea Walls 

Larry & Linda Weiland 

Jeff & Cherrie Boje 

Claude & Marie Diehl 

Angela Dunn 

Donny & Tabitha Wilson 

Evelio & Michelle Prieto 

Rose Tomassi 

Carmine Cordone 

Lucy D’Annabale 

Mary K. German 

Anne E. Malone 

Anthony & Toni Granese 

Women’s Guild of Espiritu Santo 

Dr. Thomas and Bertha Irvin 

Mary Lou Giacobbe 

Ron & Janet DeCarolis 

Glennon & Helen Fenwick 

Meighan Arend 

Brian France 

2011 Renewels & New Members 
January 1, 2011-August 31, 2011 

Dues 

The annual membership dues of O.T.H.E.R.S. is $25 per year payable on  January 1st of each year. It is important 

to keep your dues up to date so that you will continue to receive this newsletter and other mailings about happen-

ings at Morning Star School as well as notices of opportunities for you to participate in our programs.  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AND 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TO O.T.H.E.R.S. 

Annual Membership is from January 1st to December 31st 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________State_________________ Zip _____________ 
 
Telephone including Area Code________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my check for: 

 $25 _____  $50 _____$100 _____$200_____ $______ 
 

Please make check payable to: Morning Star School, 4661—80th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
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Margaret Conklin  & Juan Arocho 

Keith & Cheryl Beattie 

Eduardo & Maria Gonzalez-Rivera 

Michael & Gail Cannova 

Pat & Pauline Daninos 

John & Mary Downey 

Justin Essman & Christa Collins 

Dr. John & Jennifer Fox 

John & Betty France 

Carolyn Jones & Jerry Haire 

Dear Members, 

 

Beginning with this issue of the Newsletter, we are launching a concerted drive to revive membership in 

O.T.H.E.R.S.  Let us restore its reputation and dedication to the cause of educationally challenged  

children.  We appeal to all current members, as well as members who have allowed their membership to lapse, to 

unite in order to enhance Morning Star’s academic stature and to expand scholarship opportunities for deserving 

and qualified students.  Contact your friends and neighbors who may not be or have been members and encourage  

them to join with us in this expanded effort at solicitation. 

 

Anyone wishing to contribute ideas to the program or participate in the drive is asked to call 727-544-6036 and 

speak with or leave their names with Rosanne Ryan at the school. You will be contacted by a Morning Star  

representative.  We need as much help as we can muster! 

 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the children. 

         Thomas Irvin, Ph.D.  

Tricia Garner 

Lou & Sara Giacobbe 

Leslie & Becky Klieforth 

Mark & Julie LaMay 

John & Kate Lilly 

Steve & Heather Mineo 

Tiffany Mortin 

Ben & Kathleen Pruett 

Michele Woods 

Tim & Valerie Rydstrom 

Continued on pg. 7 



Gerard Morneau, GK of 

Council 5635 in Dunedin, 

presents a check  to Miss 

Giacobbe and MSS new 

principal, Susan Conza. 

The Knights of Columbus Councils throughout our area are faithful supporters with their 

annual Tootsie Roll Drive. Each year a percentage of their proceeds benefit the students of 

Morning Star School.  Thank you, Gentlemen! 

 

Morning Star School is partnering with Knights of Columbus in the “Food for Families” 

Program.  Students will bring in canned goods to be distributed to needy families and  

provide a balanced meal each Saturday at St. Joseph’s Church in St. Petersburg. 

 

This is the school’s way of “paying it forward” for the generosity the Knights have shown 

towards the mission of Morning Star School.  At the same time the students will receive a 

lesson in community service. 

Heartfelt thanks to those who contributed to the 2010-2011 Annual Appeal! 

Mimi Angello 

Blessed Sacrament 

Ave Maria Guild 

Virginia Bracken 

Elizabeth & Francis Burke II 

Eleanor Campo 

Deacon Roger & Helena Cartier 

Catholic Women’s Guild 

of Transfiguration 

Carmine Cordone 

Lucy D’Annibale 

Holy Cross Women’s Guild 

Anthony Schwieger, DMD 

Joseph & Helen Ezzo 

Robert & Lynn Donaldson 

   

Glennon & Helen Fenwick 

John & Betty France 

Mary K. German 

Tony & Jane Giaccone 

Marion K. Goodman 

Sr. Mary Haskins 

Jeffery & Michelle Helms 

Holy Name Women’s Club 

Dr. Thomas & Bertha Irvin 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kaufman 

Patricia Kennedy 

Rotary Club of Pinellas Park 

John Bridge 

Martin & Lisa Braun 

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Basile 

 

Joseph Lounds 

Joseph Maier 

Anne E. Malone 

John & Silvia Marafioti 

Robert & Valerie McDarby 

Tom & Nancy McDevitt 

John Pitt 

Margaret Reichner 

Paul Resop 

Helen Scarpace 

Clarence & Jean Snelling 

Women of Espiritu Santo 

Charles Mickunas 

Joseph & Nancy Bennett 

Light of Christ  

Womenôs Guild 

 

The Vosen Family 

Kyle, Lori, Jan, 

Sydney and Slone 

 

 

Our Faithful Volunteers 

The 2011 Morning Star School/Dave 

Vosen Memorial Golf Tournament 

raised $15,000.   

Thanks to all our sponsors, golfers,  

volunteers, and Lansbrook Golf Club  

for assisting in the success.   
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James & Nancy Donatelli 

Giacomo & Dana Venziano 

Robert & Judith Warner 

Mary Lou Giacobbe 

Dave Winters 

Ron & Janet DeCarolis 

James & Karen Limbaugh 

Antoinette Linn 

Barbara Whitehurst 

Catherine Wilkins 

The Krauss Family 

Fr. Lopez Columbiettes 

Helen LaCroix 

Rose Tomassi 

George C. Clark Foundation 

Where Are They Now?   

 
 
 

 

Courtney Grubbs visited Morning 

Star in August.  Courtney graduated 

from Seminole High School in June.  

She is working at Office Depot and 

will be attending ITT Institute study-

ing Criminal Justice. Ashley Ulibarri graduated from 

Center Academy on May 14, 2011. 

Justin Britton owns Gator Patch 

Athletics in Melrose, FL.  Justin 

operates a UF Retail Store as well 

as an embroidery and screen 

printing company.  Justin is  

pictured with his wife. 



Joe Giacobbe and  

Thomas Bennett proudly 

show off their artwork  

displayed at the  

Clearwater Public Library. 
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Highlights at Morning Star School 

Students from Clearwater Central Catholic 

High School art classes took on the project of 

researching, designing, and painting the 

United States map and Hop Scotch court for 

the Morning Star playground. 

Several Morning Star parents gathered on August 13th to help 

get things in order for school to begin on August 22nd.  Pictured 

are Becky and Leslie Klieforth working on landscaping.   Kate 

Lilly & Julie LeMay are seen organizing and counting Box Tops 

for Education to be redeemed.  Chris Conza and Mike Havelka 

assemble the legs on a couch donated by Rooms to Go. 

Thank you parents for taking pride in Morning Star! 

There have been many “green thumbs” around Morning 

Star.  The students are learning what is involved in growing 

vegetables, herbs, and flowers.  Garden Club here we come!  

A great lesson in RESPONSIBILITY! 

Ben Pruett, Jimmy Crumbley, and Joe  

Giacobbe placed in the Modern  

Woodsman Speech Contest.   

Congratulations, boys,  for a job well done! 

Christine Garner crowns the Blessed Mother  

during Morning Star School’s May Procession.    

The students provided the music to accompany the 

crowning. John and Mary  Downey donated the 

beautiful statue which has a permanent place 

 in the school courtyard.   

Noah Jenkins received the 

Award of Excellence at the 

Morean Art Center for his 

work entitled 

 “My Ticket to Tomorrow”. 

 

William Arend shows off 

his piece displayed in the 

“Word & Image”  

art exhibition. 



Morning Star Wish List 

 
Rain Barrel-$45 

Compost Tumbling Bin-$130 

(4) CD/Cassette Players-$100 ea. 

(6) 8.5 inch Multi-colored Playground Balls—$30 

Boardmaker Plus—$399 

PECS Starter Kit—$149 

 
Morning Star School is participating in “My Coke Rewards for Schools Program.  Schools can collect points and 

redeem them for a variety of rewards that provide students with a well-rounded  education.  Help us and check it out 

at www.mycokerewards.com/schools.   The website will tell you where to find the point codes. Send them into 

school or register them yourself and direct the credit to Morning Star School, Pinellas Park. 

THANK YOU, CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS! 

Membership continued from page 4….. 

Mimi Angello 

Blessed Sacrament 

Ave Maria Guild 

Virginia Bracken 

Elizabeth & Francis Burke II 

Eleanor Campo 

Deacon Roger & Helena Cartier 

Catholic Women’s Guild 

of Transfiguration 

Richel & Leticia Castillo   

John & Betty France 

Tony & Jane Giaccone 

Marion K. Goodman 

Sr. Mary Haskins 

Jeffery & Michelle Helms 

Holy Name Women’s Club 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kaufman 

Patricia Kennedy 

Clarence & Jean Snelling 

Joseph Lounds 

Joseph Maier 

John & Silvia Marafioti 

Robert & Valerie McDarby 

Tom & Nancy McDevitt 

John Pitt 

Margaret Reichner 

Paul Resop 

Helen Scarpace 

 

James & Nancy Donatelli 

Giacomo & Dana Venziano 

Alfred & Linda Lino 

Robert & Judith Warner 

Dave Winters 

James & Karen Limbaugh 

Antoinette Linn 

Barbara Whitehurst 

Catherine Wilkins 

Each year the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 

Court St. John Vianney #1944 put on a fashion 

show to benefit  the school.  The show and silent 

auction always proves to be a fun afternoon.  This 

year Morning Star School was presented a check 

in the amount of $4,000 from the proceeds.  That 

is $1,000 more than last year. Thank you, Ladies!! 

 
Thirty - nine Years of Dedicated Service  

On June 30, 2011 Miss Mary Lou Giacobbe retired   

as principal of Morning Star School.   Miss Giacobbe 

dedicated 39 years of her life as a teacher and then  

principal.  Her vision and pride in the school continue 

on with the students, faculty, and staff. 

 

Parents, students, current teachers, former teachers, 

staff, and her family members, who traveled from near 

and far, gathered together to celebrate and honor an  

extraordinary person. 

 

Thank you, Miss Giacobbe and enjoy sleeping late! 
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 Sponsor a Student! 

Figures are based on 10 months,  36 weeks, and 180 days of school. 

Yearly Tuition $9500,  Per Month $950,  Per Week $263.89, Per Day $52.78 



Calendar of Events 
 

August 22, 2011 

First Day of School for Students 

 

September 5, 2011 

Labor Day—No Classes 

 

November 5, 2011 

Morning Star Annual Silent Auction 

(call school for tickets) 

 

November 14, 2011 

Poinsettia Sale Begins 

(delivery Dec. 9th) 

 

November 21-25, 2011 

Thanksgiving Vacation 

 

December 14, 2011 

Christmas Program 

 

December 19, 2011 – January 3, 2012 

Christmas Vacation 

 

MORNING STAR SCHOOL 

4661-80th Avenue North 

Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

Easy Fundraisers 
 

Morning Star participates in Campbell’s Labels for  

Education program.  Check your product labels and cut  

out the appropriate portion.  

 

Clip and save General Mills Box Tops 4 Education. Each 

top is worth 10 cents (larger items may be more).  All those 

10 cents add up. 

 

 

Mail or bring in your 

labels and  

box top logos. 

 

Obtain a Target Card and designate Morn-

ing Star School in Pinellas Park as your school of choice.  

A percentage of all purchases will be donated to the school. 

Remember O.T.H.E.R.S. of Morning Star in 

your Will as a lasting personal memorial. 


